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It is great news for us that the International Journal 
of Gerontology (IJGE) has been chosen for coverage in
Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE). In particular,
and to our surprise, our journal seems to have been
chosen ahead of some of our companion journals that
have already been published for long periods of time.
We are very pleased that our fledgling publication has
received this precious opportunity to become really
internationalized so quickly. At this turning point, we
would like to reemphasize our initial commitment and
vision, and explain to all readers what we have done
and how we plan to proceed in the future.
Gerontology is a composite science. It contains
almost all branches of medicine except pediatrics. Ger-
ontology will certainly be associated with the greatest
demand in the medical field, as the proportion of elderly
people continues to increase around the world. In the
eight issues of IJGE already published, we invited dili-
gent scholars to write review articles regarding recent
advances in basic and clinical studies of aging. The
important topics covered included heparin-binding
epidermal growth factor and heart hypertrophy1, bone
marrow-derived progenitor cells2, non-motor symptoms
of Parkinson’s disease3, natural killer cells and aging4,
metalloproteinases and plaques5, palliative care med-
icine6,7, cardiovascular gene therapy8, Helicobacter
pylori infection in the elderly9 and the redefinition of
a geriatric nation10. These meticulously worked-out 
reviews update the knowledge of gerontology to our
readers, which is the main goal of the IJGE for the initial
2–3 years.
As it should be, we also collect papers that tally with
the aims of our society, such as observational reports and
analyses of studies on critical and emergency medicine
for the elderly. The results reported in three original arti-
cles are notable. First, the prognosis of elderly patients
with out-of-hospital cardiac arrest was found to be simi-
lar to that of non-elderly patients if the former received
aggressive resuscitation11. Second, nearly half of very
old patients were successfully weaned from a ventilator
in a respiratory care center in Taiwan at one-tenth of
the cost of some centers in the United States12. Finally,
real-time three-dimensional echocardiography was
found to be convenient and feasible for the evaluation
of regional wall motion after acute myocardial infarc-
tion, and will thus be potentially helpful for making
clinical judgments13.
Almost all aged people have disabilities or disorders
in more than one organ system when they present to a
hospital. Therefore, taking good care of these patients
necessitates the cooperation of specialists from a variety
of medical and paramedical fields. The elderly popu-
lation is the most explicit target of so-called “total patient
care” and “patient-centered care”, which are the main-
stream of current medicine14,15. The research scopes of
gerontology should also extend to paramedical sciences,
such as pharmacy, nursing, nutrition, public health,
social work, laboratory technology, and so on. Research
papers from these fields are also welcome. One of the
main aims of our publication is to incorporate and
integrate knowledge from various fields of gerontology.
As a consequence, our actions will not only attenuate
the long-lasting prejudice of “doctor-centered medicine”,
but also may conform to the concept of “team group
service”, which is the most substantial process for look-
ing after elderly people. From the viewpoint of human-
kind, an “elderly Earth” is probably in the making. We
hope that our hard work will continuously contribute
some assistance in addressing the impact of this issue
on humankind.
Shou-Chuan Shih
Editor-in-Chief
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